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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's amendment and arguments, filed 02/14/2006, with respect to the 35 
USC §102 and §103 rejections have been fully considered and are persuasive. The 35 
USC §102 and §103 rejections of claims 21-34 have been withdrawn. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 21-40 are allowed. 

The following is the statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art disclosed by the applicant and cited by the Examiner fail to teach 
or suggest, alone or in combination, all the limitations of the independent claim(s) 
(claims 21 and 28), particularly a method and computer system for identifying a 
peripheral device coupled to the computer system and receiving a device-specific 
interrupt from the peripheral device and responding to said device-specific interrupt by 
alerting a device-specific notification handler that is direct linked with the peripheral 
device such that the peripheral device is not identified in the alert. 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Patents and patent related publications are cited in the Notice of 
References Cited (Form PTO-892) attached to this action to further show the state of 
the art with respect to interrupting scheme for multiple peripheral devices attached to a 
computer system. 

US Pat. Pub. No. 2004/0122997 to Diamant discloses two separate interrupt 
handlers, one system (Fig. 2, element 16) and one for each specific device (Fig. 2, 
elements 18a-n), where each device sends a generic interrupt and the computer polls 
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each device to see who sent the interrupt. However, it appears that the system interrupt 
handler is involved with the handling of the peripheral interrupt. 

US Pat. No. 6,523,073 to Kammer et al. discloses interrupt handling of multiple 
peripheral devices for a palm/pda based computer system (Fig. 1), where the palm 
computer system uses pulses to identify a peripheral device (Fig. 12, element 1230) 
instead of an identification name embedded in an interrupt message sent along with the 
interrupt. It does not appear Kammer et al. has a device-specific interrupt handler, but 
rather based on the identification via pulses, Kammer et al. refers to a table to 
determine what IRQ service routine to use (Fig. 13, elements 1350-1390) 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alan S. Chen whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4143. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am-5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim N. Huynh can be reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may b;e obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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